Characteristics of women with cosmetic breast augmentation surgery compared with breast reduction surgery patients and women in the general population of Sweden.
To determine whether women with cosmetic breast implants have distinct demographic, lifestyle, and reproductive characteristics that put them at increased risk for subsequent morbidity, the authors compared 1,369 such women to 2,211 women who had undergone breast reduction surgery, and to a random sample of 49,262 women from the general population of Sweden. Information was collected through self-administered questionnaires, and comparisons were made using the prevalence odds ratio. Women with cosmetic breast implants were significantly (p <0.05) more likely to be current smokers, have a lower body mass index, have had a prematurely terminated pregnancy (induced abortion or miscarriage), and have had fewer live births than either women who underwent breast reduction or women from the general population. Type of implant (silicone gel or saline) did not modify the associations. Regardless of the comparison group used, studies of the health effects of breast implants need to consider that women who undergo cosmetic breast implantation have certain distinct characteristics.